April 29, 2010

Dear Alumni, Current Students, Parents, Faculty and Staff,

 

Thank you, first and foremost, to Sam Fosdick and Rory Bosek for proposing the recent Blue Ridge School Alumni Lacrosse Game, and to everyone else involved - directly and indirectly - for bringing it to fruition.  The day was a ton of fun, and I was happy to be a part of it.  I also want to thank everyone for even considering retiring the number 24.  I thought a great deal about what I wanted to say about D.A. Taylor, and about the honor, but, when it came down to it, I'm not sure I was able to do it justice.  So please accept this as a second attempt and a more accurate description of why the number and the recognition mean so much to me.

 

D.A. Taylor was a young man who exemplified what it means to live life to the fullest.  He passed away at age 16, a junior in high school, and he'd already lived a life that would have a profound impact on the lives of countless people, including me, now 15 years later.  He was recognized as a wonderful student, athlete, classmate, counselor and person.  When I arrived at BRS as a senior, that was the type of impact I wanted to have.  It was a fresh start for me.  To have "my" number honored in this way is my opportunity for me to pay tribute to D.A., who never had the opportunity to play as a senior.  24 was his number long before it was mine.

 

On another level, I'd like to recognize and thank everyone else who contributed to my growth and development.  Aside from what the number itself represents, it also means a great deal to me that BRS thinks enough of me to even consider retiring the number.  What makes this so special is that, in my opinion, I haven't done anything all that extraordinary in my mind.  I've simply acted and lived as I was raised to act and live.  I've done what I was supposed to do.  Work hard.  Be respectful.  Help others.  Handle my responsibilities.  Those, in my opinion, are the basics of how we are supposed to live, and that's what I feel I've done and continue to do.  I haven't made huge financial contributions.  I don’t own or run any major companies.  And I'm only a celebrity about 3 - 4 hours a week from May to August :o)  This is a testament to how great God is and to everyone He's placed in my life.  Nothing that I've accomplished has been or could have been done without the help of countless others.  So this is also a tribute to my parents, grandparents, family and friends; to my coaches and teachers; and to everyone who has supported me in every aspect of my life.  It takes a village, and I'm more than blessed to have had the Blue Ridge School as part of my village.  

 

Warmest thanks, and regards,

God bless.

-- 
Chazz Woodson

Makin' Moves Athletics, LLC
www.makinmovesathletics.com
DADE Lacrosse, Inc.
www.dadelacrosse.org
